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INFORMATION FOR COACHES AND ATTENDEES


 Welcome to the 2025 Arena High School Classic. Thank you for bringing your team to the meet! Here are a few details to help make the meet run smoother and be a better experience for you and your athletes. 

Facility Access – Hillenbrand Aquatic Center will be open to teams beginning at 7:15 am.  Please see the facility map for entrance locations.

Hospitality for Coaches and Officials – Breakfast and lunch will be available for coaches and officials.  Hospitality is located at the far west end of the pool, in the U of A team area.  Drinks & snacks will be brought around regularly. 

Concessions – The concession stand will be located on the upper level of the facility at the Southeast corner.   Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase. Card or exact cash accepted. 

Raffle – We will be raffling off many Arena items (backpacks, googles and more!) throughout the meet.  Every athlete will receive one raffle ticket (included in coach packets) and additional tickets will be available for purchase at the concession stand ($1 each or 7 for $5).

Closed Deck – The pool deck will be closed to everyone except swimmers, coaches, officials and volunteers.  Deck passes for all coaches and volunteers will be issued at Clerk of Course.

On-site Vendors- 
· SkiPro will be at the meet for swim supply needs and will also be offering commemorative meet t-shirts.  Pre-orders can be made here.
· We hope to have food trucks on-site on the promenade area in front of Hillenbrand Aquatic Center


Team Check-in procedures - 
· Set up in one of the team seating areas (see attached pool map). 
· No swimmers on the pool deck until the University of Arizona swimmers have cleared the facility (Pool deck will not open until 7:15 am) 
· Coaches MUST do the following at Clerk of Course upon arrival:
· Pick up Coach’s packet
· Pick up Coach deck pass/sign-in
· Finalize financial arrangements (if not already paid). 
· Check in athletes for the 500 Freestyle 
· Pick up relay cards 

Positive Check-In for 500 Freestyle- We are requiring a positive check-in for the 500 freestyle. When you check in your team at Clerk of Course, please put your initials next to the name of the athletes who are here and will be swimming the 500 freestyle.  Check in will close at 8:00 am sharp! 

Relays - Relay cards will be handed out when the coaches check in at the Clerk of Course. 
· List four athletes that will be on the relay. 
· Indicate which athlete will be the lead-off leg of the relay
· Have the athletes turn in the card, with the lead-off leg indicated to the timers behind the block before the relay. 

Team Seating Areas- Please refer to the pool map provided.  
· Please provide your own team shade.  
· We will be observing a closed deck on all areas around the competition pool.
· Team seating will be on a first come first serve basis in the following areas: 
·  In Hillenbrand Aquatic Center – The area on the upper concourse to the east of the pool and in the Kasser Family Pool Bleachers 
· Out front of Hillenbrand Aquatics Center in the rocks east of the entrance. 
· Along promenade- Must be up against facility, fire lane must be accessible!
· Grass area just north of Hillenbrand and south of University Ave. 
· Regardless of where you sit, please keep in mind that we are guests of the University.  Please keep your area clean of trash and drink spills. 
· Please anchor tents with weights or buckets of water for wind safety (please do not use stakes on the grass!). 

Bathrooms – 
· Athletes will use the bathrooms on the pool deck in Hillenbrand or by exiting the Aquatic Facility and walking up the nearby ramp to the second floor exterior restrooms of McKale Arena. Teams/Athletes are not allowed inside the McKale Arena at any time (keep doors closed). 
· Spectators may only use the exterior restrooms at McKale Arena (up ramp, follow signs). 
· Coaches may use individual bathroom on pool deck for coaches & officials, or may use the McKale Arena bathrooms.  Coaches may not use the locker room bathrooms. 

Spectator Seating Areas – 
· Spectators are only allowed on the upper deck of the Hillenbrand Aquatic Center. The pool deck is for athletes & coaches only. 
· Spectators can use the Southwest or Southeast exterior stairs to access the grandstands. 
· There should be no standing at the rails in front of the grandstand seating to allow for unobstructed spectator viewing. 

Parking – 
· Parking in the small lot south of Hillenbrand (accessible from Enke Dr.) is for Coaches and Officials only. Note that this lot is one-way traffic, in a counterclockwise direction. 
· Spectator Parking will be available in the Cherry Parking Garage west of McKale Center (Basketball Arena). Please observe all University of Arizona posted parking restrictions. Ticketing and TOWING of vehicles by the University will be enforced.
· Bus Parking – Please refer to map. Buses cannot enter the Hillenbrand parking lot to drop off. Please drop swimmers off at the Bus Drop-off Zone on Enke Dr and look for bus parking facing south on west side of National Championship Drive or other remote location. 

Important Items for the Meet –
· All athletes MUST enter the pool feet first. 
· Warm-up will be from 7:30 am to 8:50am. 
· Dive lanes will be available after 8:00am, based on need, upon request, in the following lanes: ▪ Lanes 2 & 7 of each competition pool 
· Coaches must supervise all diving for their athletes. 
· The bulkheads will separate the two competition pools. 
· Warm up & warm down will be available in the Kasser Family Pool. 
· The hot tub and diving board area will be closed at all times. 
· We will be using fly-over starts. 
· No shaving is allowed in locker rooms. 
· No Deck Changing is allowed. Please use the locker rooms on the south side of the pool for all changing needs. 
· Stay Hydrated – Please remind your athletes to stay hydrated. Water and Gatorade jugs will be available on the pool deck for coaches, swimmers, and volunteers. Automatic bottle filling stations are also located around the facility. 

If you have any questions, please email us at meets@fordaquatics.org. If you can think of anything that would help the meet in future years, please let us know. Again, thank you for attending the 2025 Arena High School Classic.
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