Chris Hetzler
2024 Speedo Winter Juniors Championship East

I had the privilege of being accepted to officiate this meet in Greensboro, NC as a stroke and turn official.  Ginny Kimble was our team lead, and I had previously worked with her at Futures in Minneapolis earlier this year as a member of the Chief Judge team.  In one of her pre-meet communications to us she warned us to bring lots of extra socks.  I headed this warning and was grateful that I did!  My feet, shoes, socks, and pants have rarely ever been that soaked at the end of a session as they were after ever session on deck at this meet.  I mean, we are talking working relay take offs from the inside at Rochester soaked, but for the entire session.  I they used Omega half face pads at this meet in hopes to reduce the splash (or so I was told) but they did not help.
Hospitality was not good.  Not as bad as it was at the San Antonio Pro Series where they served us the same sandwiches every day, but bad.  They ran out of food and beverages every day in Greensboro.  Other officials told me that this facility is notoriously bad at hospitality.
One of my learnings is how to use a counter to prevent the swimmers splash from hitting you.  This worked great for 4 heats of the mile, but then in heat 5 the swimmer was so big and powerful, that the splash hit at my waist and proceeded to soak my pants, which in turn soaked my shoes and socks.  Like the Pro Series meet, I was stuck out on deck for too many heats of the mile because my relief was late and then just never came back when they were supposed to.  I feel like relief is not a priority at national meets, like it is for LSC meets. Don’t get me wrong, relief officials were assigned, and the relief plan was cover in detail in the official’s meeting.  But once on deck the CJs did not make sure relief was happening nor checking in with their officials to see how they were holding up, for say, 8 heats of the mile.
The overall mood of this meet was light and fun from my perspective.  Very similar to the Pro Series meet I worked in March.  Much less stressful than Futures.  I met quite a few officials from the East coast, which I am sure I would not have met without working this meet.
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