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5 Reasons to Become a Minnesota Swimming Official
Updated October 2022

Swim meets need many volunteers, including officials, in order to be safe, fair, and fun! In order for a meet to be sanctioned and the times for each swimmer to count, a strong team of volunteer officials is needed. Here are some great reasons to become a Minnesota Swimming Official.
1. As a swim official, you get to learn more about the sport your child dedicates their time and energy to. Officiating is a way of showing your child that you are engaged in their sport, and shows them the value of volunteer engagement at an early age.

2. Sanctioned swim meets NEED certified officials to make times count for each swimmer. They function to provide a fair, safe and fun competition platform for all participants. Your club and other clubs cannot host meets without officials. Without enough officials, times cannot be used for qualification for future meets, including championship meets.

3. You get a front row seat to the action. The pool deck is often much cooler and more comfortable than the bleachers!

4. The officials community is extremely supportive of each other and of the athletes. The officiating community is a group of volunteers with different professional and competitive swimming experience. Whatever your experience, experienced officials will train you and be available to answer any question that you have.

5. Volunteering as an official is very flexible. Because we are volunteers, the time commitment to officiate is very flexible. Once certified, stroke and turn officials are only are expected to volunteer at 8 sessions each year. 

Want to learn more?
Contact your team’s head coach, registrar, Officials’ Coordinator or the Minnesota Swimming Officials’ Chair!
We look forward to seeing you on deck!
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