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HEARTLAND HURRICANES SWIM CLUB
TEAM INFORMATION

Our Team: 
Heartland Hurricanes Swim Club (HHSC) is a member of both YMCA and USA Swimming. HHSC is affiliated with Toledo YMCA and is in the Illini District. Swimmers are required to hold a YMCA membership. USA Swimming membership is optional for those who choose to compete at USA sanctioned meets. Team practices and home meets are held at the Workman Sports Complex pool.

Practice:
Practice groups will be established based on each swimmer’s age/ability. Coaches will designate these groups, and they may change throughout the season. Please have your swimmer on deck and ready to start team stretching at 4:15pm. Parents/guardians may drop their swimmer off and pick them up on deck, however, for those who wish to remain at the pool during practice, please use the observation area on the second floor, not the bleachers on deck (unless otherwise agreed upon with your coach). We also ask that swimmers do not use cell phones during practice times on deck. 

Equipment/Apparel:
For practice, swimmers will need a suit (competition style preferred), goggles, and cap (preferred but not mandatory). For Senior and Age Group, it is preferred that each swimmer has their own bag of equipment (see attached list). For Novice, all equipment (kick board, fins, etc) will be provided by the team, unless your swimmer chooses to bring his/her own. 

For meets, swimmers will need a HHSC team suit that can be ordered at the beginning of the season. Please ask a coach or experienced parent for help with sizing. There will also be HHSC team caps available for purchase.

Swimoutlet.com is a great place to find suits, goggles, equipment, etc. There are also goggles for purchase on deck, just ask a coach.    

Meets:
A 2023-2024 swim meet schedule will be provided to each swimmer and will also be on the team website. Being a member of YMCA and USA Swimming allows our team to compete in a wide range of competitions to meet the needs of all our athletes. The competitions range from small one day dual meets to multiple day, multiple team meets. For YMCA, we participate in the winter championship series which includes JR Districts, Districts, State, and Nationals for those who qualify. Attendance at meets is not mandatory, but highly encouraged! 


To sign up for a meet, please use the TeamUnify website or OnDeck app. Each meet will be listed under the Events tab. This is where you will find meet information including address, warm up/start time, etc. Please RSVP for each meet prior to the deadline and choose your swimmer’s events. Coaches will have the final decision for meet events. Some winter swim meets will have entry fees and event fees…these are the responsibility of the swimmer. Meet events and fees will be communicated prior to the start of each meet.  

Please have swimmers on deck 15 minutes prior to warmups for team stretching. Swimmers are encouraged to bring a marker to list the events on their hand/arm to help keep track of their events. There will also be a bullpen at most meets for the younger swimmers to report before their race, so they can be assisted to the blocks in the correct heat and lane assignments. Meet Mobile is an app that is often used at meets as a heat sheet/program and also for results. 

Typically, there is space either in a nearby gym or on the pool deck to set up “camp.” Here is a list of some items to pack: suit, goggles, cap, towel(s), blanket, parka/warm clothes, chairs, drinks/snacks, games/activities, and $$ for concessions!

Volunteering:
A vital part of having a swim team and running a swim meet is the use of volunteers. We will rely on your support, especially at our home meets, to sign up and do your part! Most swim meets request timers from all teams…please be ready to step up and help. There are many other ways to volunteer including bullpen, concessions, and officiating. If you are interested in becoming a certified Stroke and Turn Official or Admin Official, please notify a coach or board member for more information!    

Communication:
Official team communication will come via email through Team Unify. We will also use the GroupMe app. This can be used to communicate amongst the entire team (i.e. your child left a towel on deck, you need a reminder of warm up times, you’re not sure where to park at the meet, you want to offer to volunteer as a timer, your swimmer forgot goggles and needs to borrow someone elses, etc, etc). There will be a group chat set up for HHSC Winter 23/24, and you will be invited to join at the beginning of the season!    

We look forward to a fun and successful winter swim season! Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns. Go Hurricanes!
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