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· USA Swimming 203.5 - When transferring between LSCs or clubs within the same LSC, the swimmer shall submit a completed transfer form in accordance with USA Swimming procedures. 
· USA Swimming 203.3 - For a swimmer to represent a USA Swimming club in a competitive event, sixty (60) consecutive days must have elapsed before the swimmer is permitted to represent any other USA Swimming club in USA Swimming open or closed competition. The 60-day count shall begin on the day following the last date the athlete represented a USA Swimming club in open competition.

Transfers may be initiated online by an adult athlete, the parent/legal guardian of a minor athlete, or Club Administrator or Head Coach of the club the athlete is currently affiliated with. 
The date of last open competition attached to former club will be calculated in SWIMS, and approved by the LSC Registrar.
A transfer is required for all USA Swimming transfers between LSCs, and for transfers within the same LSC, per USA Swimming rules. Type of clubs (seasonal club swimmer transferring to year-round club, or vice versa), age of athlete, or number of days since last competition do not exempt the athlete from the requirement to submit a transfer. 
Once a transfer is initiated, the transfer is pending until the LSC Registrar approves it, typically within 1 business day.
Once approved, an electronic notification will be generated from SWIMS informing the athlete’s previous club that a transfer has occurred. 
The club the athlete transfers into may check to see that the transfer has been completed, and when the athlete attaches, by searching the athlete roster. If the transfer has been approved, then the athlete will appear on the athlete roster, with their attach date indicated. If they have not yet been approved, then the athlete will not yet appear on the athlete roster.
HOW TO TRANSFER

Transfers at any time of year:
· The athlete may practice with his/her new club immediately
· The club registrar will ask the athlete’s family to initiate a transfer into the new club by logging in to their account, Instructions for the family: Click VIEW by the family member transferring, then under General Info, click Club Transfer. The athlete will remain in an unattached status for sixty (60) days from the date of his/her last open sanctioned competition in which they represented their former club, and until a transfer is approved - in accordance with USA Swimming rules (203.3 and 203.5). 
· The athlete may be entered in meets by his/her new club (as UN) and compete (as UN) until the transfer is approved, and the 60-day waiting period is satisfied. When the 60 days are done, and the transfer has been approved, the athlete will be attached to his/her new club.
· There are no longer any fees for transfers (effective 9/1/2022). 

Transfers at the time of registration renewal. For example, Athlete was a member of Club ABC through Long Course Championships in July, but has moved to a different town, and now will swim with Club XYZ.
· The club registrar should send the athlete’s family the Club Registration link. This will allow the family to renew registration AND initiate transfer into the club, in the same action. As soon as the registration is processed, the athlete will appear in the new club’s athlete roster in SWIMS, and the attach date will be calculated automatically based on the 60 day rule.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Definitions and FAQs (from USA Swimming LSC Registrar Handbook)
USA Swimming Rules and Regulations: Glossary 
CLOSED COMPETITION 
● Competition exclusively among members of a single club 
● Competition or series of competitions within an independent organization open only to members of that organization, such as: o 
· YMCA competition 
· Summer league competition 
· Conference competition 

● Closed competition does not include representing a group within USA Swimming such as LSC, Zone, Region, or Section, nor does it include dual meets, invitationals, or other meets where only certain clubs are invited to participate. 

OPEN COMPETITION — competition that is not otherwise defined as a closed competition in which any qualified club, organization or individual may enter.
Q Club ABC has folded, and swimmers must join another USA Swimming club. Must the swimmers wait 60 days? 
A Yes. The USA Swimming Rules and Regulations specifies that 60 consecutive days must have elapsed before a swimmer can represent any other USA Swimming club in competition. Even though the club disbanded, the swimmers must still wait 60 days to represent another USA Swimming club in competition. 

Q USA Swimming club is changing its club name from ABC to DEF. No other changes with exception of club name. Must swimmers wait 60 days? 
A No. In this instance, the 60-day rule does NOT apply. The club has a name change only in essence; it is not a different club. Club should report name change to LSC Membership Chair.



Q Club ABC is merging with the DEF swim club and swimmers will swim as the DEF swim club. What swimmers must wait the 60 days? 
A The swimmers coming from the ABC swim club must wait 60 consecutive days before representing the DEF swim club in competition. 

Q ABC swim club and DEF swim club are merging to form the GHI swim club. Must all swimmers wait 60 days to represent the GHI swim club in competition? 
A A new swim club (GHI) has been formed. GHI must submit a new club application, which must be approved before any swimmers can represent GHI. Swimmers from the ABC swim club and the DEF swim club must all wait 60 consecutive days before representing the GHI swim club. 

Q YMCA club (also USA Swimming club) holds a YMCA Invitational meet for YMCA athletes and teams only. Swimmer A represents the club in the meet and subsequently switches to another USA Swimming club. Does the 60-day rule apply? 
A If the YMCA Invitational meet was in fact closed competition involving only YMCA teams and YMCA member athletes, it is not a USA Swimming competition, and the 60-day rule would not apply (except as to last date of competition for prior USA Swimming club).
Q If you have been notified by a family that they are getting relocated. Are they exempt from the 60 - day rule? 
A No, they are not. However, encourage them to talk to their club coach to see if it is beneficial to switch the athlete to unattached status prior to their relocation. potentially allowing them to attach to their new club sooner.
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