The USA Swimming House of Delegates voted in September 2012 to
implement a proposal to adopt an anti-bullying policy, which will govern the
conduct of USA Swimming members.

The approved rule (304.6) reads as follows:

“Bullying is prohibited. For these purposes, the term “bullying” shall mean,
regardless of when or where it may occur, the severe or repeated use by
one or more USA Swimming members (“Members”) of an oral, written,
electronic or other technological expression, image, sound, data or
intelligence of any nature (regardless of the method of transmission), or a
physical act or gesture, or any combination thereof, directed at any other
Member that to a reasonably objective person has the effect of: (i) causing
physical or emotional harm to the other Member or damage to the other
Member’s property; (i) placing the other Member in reasonable fear of
harm to himself/herself or of damage to his/her property; (iii) creating a
hostile environment for the other Member at any USA Swimming activity;
(iv) infringing on the rights of the other Member at any USA Swimming
activity; or (v) materially and substantially disrupting the training process or
the orderly operation of any USA Swimming activity (which for the
purposes of this section shall include, without limitation, practices,
workouts and other events of a member club or LSC).”

Complaints under this rule will be heard by the Local Swimming Committee
(LSC) Board of Review before going to the National Board of Review.



