Dear Ronnie and Donnie,

I heard last night that I was awarded the Reagan Perry Inspirational Award at the banquet.  I just want to thank you guys for honoring me with, in my eyes, probably one of the greatest honors I will ever receive in my lifetime.  I say this with true sincerity and seriousness because I really can't see myself being part of a program as great and unique as Orinda Aquatics in the near future.  And to be considered an "inspirational figure" from the program, among the likes of Scott Lathrope and Zach Disbrow, both of whom I look up to, is incredibly rewarding and humbling. 

I can't take much credit for what I have accomplished to receive the award.  You guys shaped me into the person I am today.  My time with OA was more than just hard workouts and fast times.  The emphasis on character and the team and the "big picture" is what differentiates people who come out of OA from those who do not have a chance to have such an experience.  I'm truly grateful for this experience, and I really can't thank you guys enough for impacting my life in such a huge way. 

I'm having a great time at UCLA right now.  My classes haven't gotten much worse since I last visited, but I do have another round of midterms coming up next week.  Hopefully I won't disappoint you with another "C" this time, Ronnie.  Here I have a lot more free time than I used to, so I have been trying to stay in shape by swimming and going to the gym, but lately I have been out of the water because I have been bogged down by a lot of homework.  I'll try to pick up the pace so I don't completely embarrass myself at the Thanksgiving workout.  How's OA doing?  I've been keeping up with some of the meet results and it looks like you guys are going pretty fast already, so it must be going well.  

Vinny 

