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One Team, One Goal, Student-Athlete Success

Welcome to the 2025 – 2026 Walton High School Swim & Dive Team. For those of you returning, it will be great seeing you again. For those of you who are new to the swim and dive program, we look forward to getting to know you throughout the season. Having your athlete involved on this team is an opportunity for them to improve their athleticism in the pool or on the dive board at a highly competitive level, to represent Walton, to meet new people, and to have fun. We are looking forward to this season with high expectations that our athletes will once again excel both in and out of the pool. Welcome! 
SWIM & DIVE PARENT/ATHLETE HANDBOOK and THE WALTON SWIM & DIVE WEBSITE 
Please take a few minutes to visit our Walton Swim & Dive website. Here you will find what you need to know about the team. On our website, you will also find the Swim & Dive Parent/Athlete Handbook. Please note that it is a requirement for both the athlete and a parent to have read this handbook prior to the team’s first official practice. Through either of these resources, you should be able to find answers to your questions regarding the team, policies, contacts, qualifying meet standards, general meet information, school and individual records, requirements for lettering, pool locations, swim and dive specific links, etc. 
RAISING MONEY THROUGH FUNDRAISING, SPONSORSHIPS and SUPPORTERS 
The Booster Club raises money through membership dues, fundraising events, and through corporate and individual donors. 100% of all monies received by the Booster Club goes directly to the Walton Swim & Dive program to offset the costs of pool rentals for practices and meets, costs associated with meets hosted by Walton, to pay officials, purchase equipment, pay for coaching staff, meet participation fees and many other activities that benefit your athletes. 
We hope that you will be an active supporter through fundraiser participation or as individual supporters. We would also ask that you let our sponsors know that we appreciate their support. Use any loyalty offers they provide to our team and make sure you let them know that their sponsorships are appreciated by creating traffic for them. Please feel free to pass on the Sponsorship and Supporter Letters and Forms to companies or friends who may be interested in sponsoring the Walton Swim & Dive Team. You can find these forms on our website (go to our home page, click on sponsorship from the home page). 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS: Our Success Is Dependent On You! 
The success of the Walton Swim & Dive program is 100% dependent on the strong involvement of our parent volunteers. The leadership, quality of time, talent, skills, and generosity of our parent volunteers help ensure that our athletes have all the support that is central to making this program run smoothly and efficiently. 
Please note that as a member of the Booster Club and team, families are required to earn 6 volunteer points (approximately 2-4 shifts) or 1 committee chair position each season. To sign up for volunteer positions, visit our website at www.waltonswimdive.com. Note that additional volunteer opportunities will be posted as they become available.
To help ensure that we maintain a quality program, there is a $200 refundable family volunteer deposit check due at the Kickoff Meeting & Potluck Dinner.   Your family volunteer deposit check will be returned to you once you have fulfilled your voluntary requirements. 
If you DO NOT fulfill your commitment, your check will be donated to the Walton Swim & Dive Team. If you fulfill your commitment, your check will be returned at the End of Season Awards Banquet. 
There are 2 main ways in which you can volunteer: 
1. Sign up for home meets, away meets, team events, fundraising events (these positions earn approximately 1-3 points each depending on time commitment. They require no experience or preplanning and are very easy to do).  Your volunteer commitment is fulfilled when your family earns a total of 6 points.
2. Sign up for committee chaired positions (these positions require more time, preplanning and are great for those individuals who like small projects...these too, require little to no experience. We will provide you with what you need and help you along the way. If you are a chairperson, you will not need to provide the $200 volunteer refundable check) 
We truly appreciate everyone’s help! 
COMMUNICATION 
Each season, our goal is to give you as much information as possible via our website, www.waltonswimdive.com. We want parents and athletes to know what is going on! 
The Coaches and Booster Club will communicate all pertinent team information via the following sources: 
· Text (Athlete and/or parent cell number) 
· Email Please make sure that we have a current email address for a parent and your athlete(s). If you have a block on your emails, please set it up to allow emails from our team. 
· Walton S&D Team Website: www.waltonswimdive.com 
· Social Media – Walton Swim & Dive Instagram account 
It is IMPERATIVE to register yourself and your athlete(s) as soon as possible at waltonswimdive.com and VERIFY each person’s email and cell number in order for you to receive important information. 
If you need to contact the coaches, please use the following email addresses: 
· Coach Pelli – catherine.pelli@cobbk12.org 
· Coach Charles - ashley.charles@cobbk12.org 
· Coach Storey – ashlee.storey@cobbk12.org

Refer to Walton Swim & Dive Booster Club Contact List on the website, for Board and Chair- specific contact information. 
PARTICIPATION AND TRANSPORTATION TO PRACTICES 
Parents, you are responsible for getting your athletes to and from practices and you must be on time to pick up your athlete when practice is done (practices are late, it is dark, it is cold and no one wants to wait around after a long hard practice). All student-athletes are required to attend all practices and all meets. Please refer to the Walton Swim & Dive Parent/Athlete Handbook at Waltonswimdive.com for more details. 
PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
SWIM
Tues 7:30-9pm @ CAC
Wed 4-5pm @ CAC
Thurs 4-5:15 @ MVAC
Fri 4-5:30 @ MVAC

DIVE
Mon, Wed, Thurs evenings @CAC (County dive coaches will confirm exact practice times with divers)

HOLIDAY PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
The team will practice over the Thanksgiving Holidays and the Winter Break. Athletes are expected to make every effort to attend practice. An email will be sent out notifying everyone of the holiday schedule as the time approaches. 
TEAM DUES
	Type of Athlete
	Amount

	Non-year round swimmer/diver – you are required to swim at Walton HS Practices
	$400

	Year-round USA swimmer/diver – Due to lane constraints you CANNOT SWIM at HS Practices 
	$350

	Refundable Family Volunteer Deposit (This will be returned at the End of the Season Awards Banquet if your family met the required volunteer obligation. Board members and Chairs are exempt from providing a Volunteer Deposit Check) 
	$200



NON-YEAR ROUND ATHLETE PRACTICE EQUIPMENT 

	Required Equipment - Not Purchased by Booster Club

	· Team Swimsuit - for meets only, not to be worn at practices
· Goggles
· Swim bag
· Kickboard
· Hand paddles 
· Fins
· Pull buoy
*Each swimmer will receive a Walton Swim & Dive logo swim cap at the Potluck as part of registration and it is expected to be worn at all meets.



MANDATORY MORNING MEETINGS 
In order to improve communication, provide specific information concerning the upcoming meets, and to help develop and foster strong team spirit, ALL athletes (including year-round athletes) are required to attend all morning meetings (typically on Wednesdays) held at 7:45 am in Coach Pelli’s Room 409. Your team captains will take attendance. The schedule of AM meetings will be posted on the website. Our AM Meeting Chairs will provide the athletes with a light breakfast and refreshments during the meetings.
First meeting is scheduled for 10/21, following the team photo - see below.

TEAM PHOTO 
Tuesday, October 21st at 7:30am
Location: Walton Gymnasium - A team t-shirt will be distributed to you just prior to the team picture. BE SURE YOU ARE ON TIME!!! There will be a mandatory team meeting immediately following the team photo.  
*Seniors, you will have a separate (additional) photo day on Wednesday, Oct. 22nd at 9:15am on the field.  Check your email for more details coming soon.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any Booster Club Board member. We will do our best to help you with your swim & dive needs. We look forward to working with you during this upcoming season to ensure that our athletes have the support needed for another memorable season! 
Together, we can help to make our team, WALTON STRONG!  Let’s go Raiders!
Thank you, 
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