What if I want to swim in College?

First of all, swimming in college is not like BXST or high school. It’s more like going to school full time while holding down a full time job. So, I would find a college that has majors in areas that interest you and has a student body with academic skills similar to yours. If you are going to stretch your abilities, don't do it in academics. It will be hard enough to keep up with your peers; if you are struggling, swimming could send you over the edge.

After you have your list of schools that are matches for you academically, you should consider sending letters to their coaches expressing your interest. Most schools have web sites with on-line questionnaires for potential recruits. After your junior year, the coaches who are interested will contact you. They can't do it earlier due to NCAA rules.

One important point; don't plan on swimming paying your college bills. Financial aid is available and can help make any school attainable even if you don't swim. So if you find a great school and want to walk on, you can still get help financially. 

In the end its probably good to identify 20 to 30 schools that you might be happy attending if you weren’t swimming, then do a little research to determine about four or five schools which might be good swim fits. To help narrow down your list, you may want to ask yourself and the schools some of the questions listed below: 

   - How large or small a school do I want to go to?

   - How important is D1 versus D2 versus D3?

   - How important is swimming to me versus other factors -- academics, offering specific majors, social life, general look and feel of the campus, etc? In general, would you be happy attending this college if you stopped swimming?

   - How important is a swim scholarship? Can we pay for school if I drop from the swim team.

Questions you might want to ask the school/swim team: 

   - Does the school offer any academic support? Does the athletic department provide free tutors? 

   - What type of students are the other swimmers on the team? 

   - If you do not graduate in four years, does the school help pay for a fifth year? 

   - Are scholarship amounts increased if you improve or are athletes encouraged to give scholarship money back to help with future recruiting classes?

   - What is retention on the swim team? How many swimmers that started as freshmen are still there as seniors? A large drop out rate may indicate some problems or lack of attention to swimmers other than the superstars. 

If you live close to a team you are interested in, it might be beneficial to go observe the coach on deck and his/her interaction with the swimmers.

Remember, swimming is a great way to enjoy college, but your education is what will determine your future.  

Below are some Web sites that could provide helpful information: 

ncaa.com
hcs.harvard.edu/~swim

ncsasports.org
collegeswimming.com

collegesportsscholarships.com
