REQUIREMENTS FOR SANCTION — Sanctions are issued, withheld or withdrawn in accordance with the following regulations: 

.1 Sanctions may be issued only to USA Swimming group members or LSCs and their subdivisions. 

.2 No sanction for domestic competition will be issued to any organization or person whose interest in swimming competition is purely commercial, or where the event is to be promoted solely for the profit or the advertising value to be derived therefrom. Any income derived from sanctioned events must be used for the further promotion of swimming, for an approved charity, or for the general welfare of the promoting organization as a whole. 

.3 Sanctions issued to one organization cannot be transferred to another. Any sanction so transferred shall be void for all purposes, and the LSC is empowered to deny further sanctions to any organization violating this provision. 

.4 No further sanction shall be given to any organization which has failed to satisfy expense obligations to athletes or to award prizes as stated in its meet announcement until the obligations are satisfied or the prizes awarded. 

.5 No sanction will be granted for any event for which the word “Olympic,” or any derivative thereof, is used in any manner in connection with said event unless consent is obtained from USA Swimming. 

.6 Applicants for sanction of an open water competition shall complete the application approved by USA Swimming. Before an open water competition is sanctioned by the LSC, the LSC sanction officer shall submit the completed sanction packet to USA Swimming for review and approval. 

.7 All sanctions must be signed by a designated member of the LSC, and a record thereof must be retained. 

.8 The following clause will appear on all sanction application forms and on all forms upon which official sanctions are granted: in granting this sanction it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming shall be free from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.” 

.9 Application for sanction must be accompanied by a copy of the complete meet announcement 

A A statement of the nature of prizes to be awarded. 

B A complete schedule of lanes and times for all warm-up procedures which must be adhered to by all participants. 

C Information about water depth measured for a distance of 3 feet 31/2 inches (1.0 meter) to 16 feet 5 inches (5.0 meters) from both end walls. 

D The following statement: "Any swimmer entered in the meet must be certified by a USA Swimming member-coach as being proficient in performing a racing start or must start each race from within the water. When unaccompanied by a member-coach, it is the responsibility of the swimmer or the swimmer's legal guardian to ensure compliance with this requirement."
E A statement that no swimmer will be permitted to compete unless the swimmer is a member as provided in Article 302. 

F A statement indicating whether on-deck registration will be permitted and under what conditions. 

G One of the following two statements: 

(1) The competition course has been certified in accordance with 104.2.2C(4). The copy of such certification is on file with USA Swimming; or 

(2) The competition course has not been certified in accordance with 104.2.2C(4). 

H The following statement: "Use of audio or visual recording devices, including a cell phone, is not permitted in changing areas, rest rooms or locker rooms." 

I The following statement: “Except where venue facilities require otherwise, changing into or out of swimsuits other than in locker rooms or other designated areas is not appropriate and is strongly discouraged.” The host club and/or the LSC may change the last two words in this statement to “prohibited”. 
J The following statement: “Held under the sanction of USA Swimming.” 

K The following statement: “it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming shall be free from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.” 
.10 The issuing LSC shall receive the following information regarding finances from every organization receiving a sanction except for events sponsored by USA Swimming: 

A The LSC shall also require the organization to which a sanction has been granted to file, within 45 days after the event, a financial statement setting forth all receipts and disbursements in connection with the sanctioned event. 

B The LSC may at any time require the organization to furnish, within 15 days after written request, all receipts and vouchers relating to the sanctioned event. 

C No sanction to hold any athletic event of any kind shall thereafter be issued to an organization who has failed or refused to file with the LSC any statement or affidavit required under any subdivision of this section, until the statement or affidavit is filed, or until such time as the LSC may determine. 
.11 The sanction fee shall be as established by the LSC; those for national and international meets shall be established by the USA Swimming Board of Directors. 
.12 For the sole purpose of improving competitive swimming, and with the written approval of the USA Swimming Rules & Regulations Committee, an LSC may sanction events or meets for which waivers of specific provisions of Parts One, Two, or Seven of USA Swimming Rules and Regulations have been granted for limited periods and under specified conditions.
.13 LSCs may develop special administrative standards and conditions to encourage athletes with disabilities to participate in their meets. Such conditions shall be included in the meet information announcement. 
.14 If an event is to be contested in more than one LSC’s or country’s jurisdiction, the application for sanction shall be submitted to the LSC in which the event begins. The sanctioning LSC shall notify the other LSC(s) and/or the governing body of the other country in which the event is being contested of details of the event. 
CONDITIONS OF SANCTION — Any event for which a sanction is required according to 202.1 is subject to the following conditions: 

.1 No swimmer who is not a member as provided in Article 302 will be allowed to compete or participate except as provided under 202.6 or USA Swimming’s “open border” policy included in its Registration Manual. 
.2 At a sanctioned competitive event, USA Swimming athlete members must be under the supervision of a USA Swimming member coach during warm-up, competition, and warm-down. Swimmers participating under the provisions of 202.6 or USA Swimming’s “open border” policy must be under the supervision of their own coach or a USA Swimming member coach. The Meet Director or Meet Referee may assist the swimmer in making arrangements for such supervision, but it is the swimmer’s responsibility to make such arrangements prior to the start of the meet. 
.3 All referees, starters, administrative officials, chief judges and stroke and turn judges, serving in an official capacity in a sanctioned event, must be non-athlete members of USA Swimming or members of other FINA-member organizations. All meet directors for meets sanctioned by USA Swimming must be members of USA Swimming. Except for coaches accompanying athletes participating under the provisions of 202.6 or USA Swimming’s “open border” policy, all persons acting in any coaching capacity in a sanctioned event must be coach members of USA Swimming.

.4 The membership (registration) number of each swimmer must be presented prior to or at the time of the event, and his/her affiliation must be printed before or after his/her name on the program. 
.5 Entry blanks, advertising and the program must bear conspicuously the statement: “Held under the sanction of USA Swimming.” 
.6 Conduct of the sanctioned event shall conform in every respect to all technical and administrative rules of USA Swimming.
.7 Warm-up procedures and schedules must be posted throughout the pool area, announced on a regular basis before and during warm-up, and are to be monitored jointly by the Meet Director and the Meet referee or their designees.
REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVAL — Approval of competition may be issued, withheld or withdrawn by an LSC in accordance with the following regulations: 
.1 Approvals may be issued to non-member clubs/organizations for meets conducted in accordance with USA Swimming technical rules. 
.2 Applicants for approval of an open water competition shall complete the application approved by USA Swimming. Before an open water competition is approved by the LSC, the LSC sanction officer shall submit the completed sanction/approval packet to USA Swimming for review and approval. 

.3 Approvals may be issued to member clubs for closed competition (such as YMCAs) conducted in accordance with USA Swimming technical rules. 

.4 Approvals may be issued to member clubs for open competition conducted in accordance with USA Swimming technical rules if that competition has been specifically approved by the USA Swimming Program Operations Vice-President or his/her designee. 

.5 Both USA Swimming athlete members and non-USA Swimming athlete participants may compete in an approved meet. 

.6 Written application for approval shall be made not later than the period established by the LSC prior to the competition. The LSC may establish a fee for processing such applications. Application for approval shall be accompanied by the meet announcement which shall include the following: 

A A statement of the nature of prizes to be awarded.

B Information about water depth measured for a distance of 3 feet 31/2 inches (1.0 meter) to 16 feet 5 inches (5.0 meters) from both end walls. 

C The following statement: “In granting this approval it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming shall be free and held harmless from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.” 

D One of the following two statements: 

(1) The competition course has been certified in accordance with 104.2.2C(4). The copy of such certification is on file with USA Swimming; or 

(2) The competition course has not been certified in accordance with 104.2.2C(4). 

E The meet announcement shall include the following statement: "Use of audio or visual recording devices, including a cell phone, is not permitted in changing areas, rest rooms or locker rooms." 

F The meet announcement shall include the following statement: “Except where venue facilities require otherwise, changing into or out of swimsuits other than in locker rooms or other designated areas is not appropriate and is strongly discouraged.” The host club and/or the LSC may change the last two words in this statement to “prohibited.” 
.7 Payment of a fee or expenses to the assigned USA Swimming officials shall not be a requirement for approval. 
.8 No competition shall be approved unless a sufficient number of USA Swimming officials, certified by the LSC at a minimum of Stroke and Turn level, are present to observe and certify that the conduct of competition and all times achieved in such competition were in conformance with the following USA Swimming technical rules: 

A Article 101 (all) Start, individual stroke and relay rules 

  or Article 105 (Disability) 

  or Article 701 (Open Water) 

B 102.2.2 & 3 Entry limit per day 

C 102.8.1 A, B, C, D and E Swimwear restrictions 

D 102.10 Officials 

E 102.24 Timing Rules 

F 103.2.3, 103.3.1, 103.4 Minimum standards for facilities 

  103.13 and 103.15 

  or Article 702 (Open Water) 
.9 The organization requesting approval shall permit USA Swimming officials to be on the deck at both ends of the course where they can properly view strokes and turns. 
.10 No approval for domestic competition will be issued to any organization or person whose interest in swimming competition is purely commercial, or where the event is to be promoted solely for the profit or the advertising value to be derived therefrom. Any income derived from approved events must be used for the further promotion of swimming, for an approved charity, or for the general welfare of the promoting organization as a whole.
.11Approvals issued to one organization cannot be transferred to another. Any approval so transferred shall be void for all purposes, and the LSC may deny further approval to any organization violating this provision. 
.12 No further approval shall be given to any organization which has failed to satisfy expense obligations to swimmers or to award prizes as stated on its entry blank or meet announcement until the obligations are satisfied or the prizes awarded.
.13 No approval will be granted for any competition if the word “Olympic,” “World,” “National,” “United States of America" or any derivative thereof is used in any manner in connection with such competition unless consent for such usage is obtained from USA Swimming. 
.14 The following clause will appear on all approval application forms and on all forms upon which official approvals are granted: “In granting this approval it is understood and agreed that USA Swimming shall be free and held harmless from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries to anyone during the conduct of the event.” 
.15 Complete meet results shall be submitted to the LSC within a period of time established by the LSC.
.16 All approvals must be signed by an authorized representative of the LSC and a record thereof kept by the LSC. 
.17 Approval may be withheld or withdrawn by the LSC if the competition was not conducted in accordance with the above requirements. 
.18 If an event is to be contested in more than one LSC’s or country’s jurisdiction, the application for approval shall be submitted to the LSC in which the event begins. The LSC granting the approval shall notify the other LSC(s) and/or the governing body of the other country in which the event is being contested of details of the event.

