National Time Verification Procedures

What do you need to do to use times from non-USA Swimming competition meets as qualifying swims for USA Swimming?  There are specific steps you need to take before the competition happens.  For times to count, they must be swum in a meet that is on that year’s published swim calendar, an automatic timing system must be used, there must be more than two teams competing (times from high school dual meets may not be used for USA Swimming competition), and there must be at least one trained watch person per lane.

The request for observation (either Form A or B plus the meet information) must be processed to the LSC NTV Chair at least 10 days prior to the competition.  League Championship meets require a Form B and can be approved at the LSC level; Invitational type meets require a Form A and must be approved at the LSC and National level.  Once approval has been granted, the Meet Director (or person requesting the observation) will be notified. All approved meets will be blanket observed by USA Swimming officials who will be provided by Colorado Swimming, Inc.  The request forms (Form A and Form B) are available for downloading from the CSI website or can be obtained by contacting the Colorado Swimming, Inc NTV Chair.  


Colorado Swimming complies with the following national requirements for blanket observation (observing the whole meet):  

· A minimum of 4 (H.S. / College) officials for the following positions – 1 Meet Referee, 1 Starter, and 2 Stroke & Turn Judges

· A minimum of 2 USA Swimming certified officials who are separate from the High School or College officials 

All USA Swimming infractions must be documented on one master hard copy heat sheet for each session.  A backup copy of the final meet database, the master hard copy heat sheets with infractions noted along with the signature of the coordinating USA Swimming official, and the names of all the USA Swimming Officials who worked the meet must be turned in to the NTV Chair within one week of the meet.  


Once all necessary documentation is processed, the times for all athletes who signed up at the meet will be entered into the CSI Proof of Time database, will be reported to USA Swimming for the SWIMS database, and the adjusted results will be posted to the CSI website.  NTV certificates will be issued upon request.  If you have any questions, the CSI NTV Chair can be reached at lseckinger@aol.com or by phone at (H) 970-454-3697, (C) 970-302-4992.  
